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The Education Unit of the Inter-American Development Bank has received financing from the Swedish Consultant
Trust Fund toward the cost of the Evaluating One-to-One Computing In Education, and intends to apply part of the
proceeds for consulting services. Eligible firms must be from Sweden, and, if requested, would be able to partner
with firms from Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Canada, Finland, Japan, Netherlands, Korea, United Kingdom.

The services include the development of a framework for monitoring and evaluating one-to-one computing programs in
education throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. One-to-one computing in education is a completely new
approach to improving the quality, access and equity of education. Personal devices are given to all children and all
teachers in a given school. In this way, the potential of technology, including the Internet, to improve learning is
maximized: for all intents and purposes, learning becomes a continuous process and, as opposed to other paradigms
incorporating technology into the teaching-learning process (e.g., computer labs), child-centered. Given that one-to-
one computing is a new approach, that there are very few lessons learned, and no established methodologies for
determining whether or not it actually improves learning or positively changes the way teachers teach. It is precisely
this gap that this contract intends to fill.

The expected product is a framework for evaluating one-to-one computing initiatives in education throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean. This framework will include a protocol of data to be collected and analyzed, as well as
concrete instructions for its application as an experimental or quasi-experimental design. The framework will guide
evaluation of one-to-one computing in such a way that its impact on learning can be determined, as well as inquire
into other important aspects of the approach (e.g., its cost-effectiveness; impact on teachers and school
administration; issues of networking and connectivity, etc.). The framework should be sufficiently flexible to allow
the testing of hypothesis regarding the benefits and costs of one-to-one computing under different circumstances,
including programs with different objectives, in diverse types of schools, different countries, different
implementation strategies, different pedagogical approaches, different one-to-one hardware platforms, etc.

The Inter-American Development Bank now invites eligible consulting firms from Sweden, and, if requested, would
be able to partner with firms from Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Canada, Finland, Japan, Netherlands, Korea,
United Kingdom to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested firms must provide information
establishing that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in
similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills among staff, etc.). Firms may associate to enhance their
qualifications.

A firm will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies
for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development Bank , current edition.
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Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours between 9am and 5:00
pm.

Expressions of interest must be sent by midnight, 13 August 2007 to:

Inter-American Development Bank

Education Division, B870

Attn: Juan Carlos Navarro

1300 New York Ave, NW,

Washington DC 20577, USA

Tel: 1-202-623-3796

Fax: 1-202-623-1558

E-mail: juancn@jiadb.org with copy to julienh@iadb.org, and referencing 002/2007/RS-T1334 in the subject line.
Web site: www.iadb.org

Numero de Referencia: IDB570-708/07
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