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Website: http:/www.mof.gov.jm K|NGSTON

Email: info@mof.gov.jm JAMAICA

October 28, 2021

Mrs. Therese Turner-Jones

General Manager

Country Department, Caribbean Group
Inter-American Development Bank

6 Montrose Road

Kingston 6

Dear Mrs. Turner-Jones,

Re: The Government of Jamaica’s Letter of Request for Non-Reimbursable Technical Cooperation
Support from the Inter-American Development Bank to finance the Government’s Priority Areas
(Technical Cooperation Pipeline 2021/2022)

As you may recall, the Government of Jamaica (GOJ) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
representatives had two (2) days of Portfolio Review in relation to all past and upcoming Technical
Cooperation (TC) support on September 16 and October 1, 2021 respectively. The Portfolio Review’s
primary objectives were to: i) discuss the overall performance of the TCs, ii) review select projects being
implemented, iii) agree on the critical next steps for the management of the portfolio, and iv) reduce any
existing implementation challenges.

One of the strategic agreements emanating from the TC Portfolio Review was to create a more structured
process for the design and development of the TC Pipeline of projects on a yearly basis. It is anticipated
that this process will allow for: i) reduced transactional costs which will in turn promote greater efficiency
in developing TC projects, ii) strategic alignment of available funding from the IDB with respect to priority
areas for the GOJ, iii) early initiation with the Bank with respect to securing scarce grant resources and iv)
improved programming of TC funding around both the GOJ and IDB budget processes.

In light of the foregoing, and the endorsement of the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), the Ministry of
Finance and the Public Service (MOFPS) hereby submits for consideration, an indicative first list of concepts
for Non-Reimbursable TC support (see attachment) which will serve as the official pilot of a structured
process for the design and development of future TC projects.

We wish to outline two (2) conditions to this new structured processing arrangement:

i. the Bank should ensure that the MOFPS, PIOJ and the relevant Ministries, Departments and Agencies
(MDAs) are involved/included in the design, preparation and coordination of the respective projects
in order to facilitate full alignment with the GOJ’s strategic priorities. Also as was mutually agreed
regular monitoring meetings are to be convened to bridge any unforeseeable gaps; and

ii. there may be instances in which the GOJ deems it fit to submit separate special requests to the Bank
for Technical Assistance (TA) on an ad hoc basis, and as such we would appreciate the Bank’s
flexibility in this regard.

The MOFPS anticipates the IDB’s favourable consideration of this indicative first list of concepts for Non-
Reimbursable TC support which will deepen the collaboration between the GOJ and the Bank, and will also
assist in enhancing the request and approval process for future TC support.

Yours sincerely,

Plev AL

Rose Lemonius-Stewart (Mrs.)
For Financial Secretary

cc: Ms. Barbara Scott — Deputy Director General | External Cooperation Management Division, Planning
Institute of Jamaica (P10J)
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