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The objective of this technical cooperation is to
provide the Mnistry of Agriculture with technical and
financial assistance to initiate institutional changes
required to inplenent the first phase of an agricul tural
di versification and noderni zati on program to be
partially financed by the Bank.

This programw || prepare the technical, financial and

| egal framework that will make it possible to diversify

and noderni ze the country's agricultural sector within a
period of two to five years. To acconplish this object-
ive, the technical cooperation will support: (a) a high-
|y trained national directorate responsible for infornma-
tion, planning, programm ng and sectoral devel opnent;

(b) an operating, self-governing agricultural technol ogy
research and transfer institute to provide technica
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support for the sector's diversification; (c) a highly
trai ned national animl and plant health services agency
to guarantee the quality of Paraguayan agricultura
products in world markets; and (d) a strengthened and
conpetitive agribusi ness sector.

International and national consultants will be engaged
toinitiate the institutional reforns nmentioned above.
An international coordinator, specializing in

i nstitutional managenent and devel oprment, will be
responsi bl e for supervision of the consultants and for
t he execution of the technical cooperation.

It is expected that sone office and conputer equi prment
wi |l be acquired, along with software applications, for
an estimated $35, 000.

Not appli cabl e.
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