Regional Program for the Elimination of
Onchocerciasis

REG ONAL
SECTOR: Heal t h
PRQIECT NANME: Regi onal Program for the Elimnation of

Onchocerciasis (R ver Blindness)
(ATN TF/ SF-4610- RG)

TOTAL COST: $18.6 mllion
FI NANCI NG
| DB $4.0mllion
OTHER $14.6 mllion (Mnistries of Health in six

countries in the region, $12.1
mllion; R ver Blindness
Foundati on and non- gover n-
nment al organi zations, $2.5
mllion)

DATE OF APPROVAL.: July 27, 1994

GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON: The objective of this non-reinbursable

techni cal cooper-ation is to elimnate
onchocerciasis (river blindness) as a
public health nenace threatening four
mllion people in the Anrericas. This
objective will be acconplished by

I npl enmenting effective, safe and locally
sust ai nabl e prograns for the distribution
of the drug, ivernmectin (Mectizan), in
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CONSULTANTS:

all endem c comunities, within the
framewor k of a coordi nated regi ona
strategy. The beneficiaries of the
programw || be: Brazil, Col onbia,
Ecuador, Guatemal a, Mexico and Venezuel a.

Onchocerciasis is a di sease which causes
I ntense itching, disfiguring skin conditions
and, for about half of those stricken in the
nost danger ous areas, eventual blindness.

The specific objectives of the programare to:
(a) train national specialists, community-
based volunteers and | ocal health authorities;
(b) establish a standardi zed heal th managenent
I nformation systemthat will provide a

common data base, facilitate evaluation and
guality assurance, as well as enhance the
overall primary health care infrastructure;
(c) develop a conputerized nonitoring program
for the inprovenent of information systens and
support epi dem ol ogi cal surveillance; and

(d) establish a field research network anpng
the affected countries to stinulate
operational research activities leading to

| nproved program i npl enentati on and

sustai nability.

Thi s program provides financial, technical and
managenent support to assi st national
onchocerciasis elimnation plans within the
context of a regional elimnation strategy.
The Bank financing wll provide technical
expertise and manpower, training and equi pnent
to strengthen and standardi ze progranmati ¢ and
operational research conponents that are
common to all six countries and essential to a
regional elimnation strategy.

The Onchocerciasis Elimnation Programin the
Americas wll hire four individual consultants
for 192 staff- nonths of |ong-term services
and an additional 96 staff- nonths of short-
termconsultants. These include an expert
techni cal advisor (team coordinator). The
activities to be carried out include:

(a) epidem ology; (b) design of a health
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managenent information system (c) design of a
geographic information system (census/

mappi ng); (d) behavioral studies (know edge,
attitude and practices); (e) health education
devel opnent; (f) training; and (g) technical
eval uati on.

GOODS & EQUI PMENT: The project requires a large quantity of
equi pnent and supplies for a total of
$932, 000. The equi pnent to be acquired
I ncl udes: scientific, |aboratory, conputer and
transport equi pnent (notorcycles, jeeps,
canoes, gl ass bottom boats and outboard

notors). lvernectin will be donated by Merck
and Co., Inc. for the equivalent up to $18
mllion and will provide 4 mllion treatnents

over five years.
Cl VI L WORKS: Not appl i cabl e.

EXECUTI NG AGENCI ES: Ri ver Bl indness Foundati on

External Affairs Ofice

62 Commerci al Warf

Bost on, Massachusetts 02110, United States

Tel ephone: (617) 742-1009

Fax: (617) 742-9099

Cont act : M. Bradl ey Baul er
Director of Devel opnent and
Conmuni cat i ons

Onchocerciasis Elimnation Programin the Anericas
2a. Calle Oiente No. 8
Anti gua, Quatenal a
Tel ephone: (502-2) 932-0213
Cont act : M. Jack Bl anks
Di rector
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