Agricultural Services Strengthening Program

NI CARAGUA

SECTOR: Agricul ture

PROJECT NAME: Agricultural Services Strengthening Program
(801/ OC-NI; 921/ SF-NI)

TOTAL COST: $20 million

FI NANCI NG
IDB $16 mllion
LOCAL $ 4 million

DATE OF APPROVAL: Decenber 16, 1993

GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON: The purpose of this programis to nodernize agri-
cultural services in order to increase production of the
mai n farm products for donestic consunption and export,

t hrough plant and animal health protection, supply of
hi gh-quality certified seeds and di ssem nation of price
and mar ket dat a.

The program conprises the follow ng conponents: (a) strengthening of the
agricultural health and seed certification services, including
construction of four aninmal-health | aboratories, eight units for plant-
heal th services, five livestock quarantine stations, one seed-anal ysis

| aboratory; equipnment for these facilities and for two animal-health

| aboratories and four existing quarantine stations; institutional
strengthening of the Mnistry of Agriculture's (MAG Agricultural
Protection and Health Secretariat; sanitary supervision; seed inspection
and i nprovenent; technical assistance; training; and creation of national
and regional agricultural health and seed councils; and (b) strengthening
of producer informa-tion and support services, including devel opnent of

t he MAG Producer Information and Support Secretariat (DA AP); equi prent,
techni cal assistance and training for statistical, geographical, price and
mar ket information and its dissem nation
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Cl VI L WORKS: Execution of the programcalls for construction of buil dings
to house the plant and animal health and seed | aboratori es,
and construction of quarantine stations for which contracts
wi |l be awarded through international public bidding.
Specific procurenent notices will be published for hiring the
services needed to prepare the plans for construction of the
| aboratories and quarantine stations during the first quarter
of 1994, and for construction of the |aboratory buil dings
during the second quarter of 1994.

GOCDS AND EQUI PMENT: The followng itenms will be procured through inter-
national public bidding (the estinated dates of
publ i cation of the specific procurenent notices are
supplied): office supplies and equipnent, vehicles for
field operations (first quarter of 1994) and | aboratory
equi prent (first quarter of 1995).

CONSULTANTS: Consultants wll be hired to adm nister the training and
t echni cal - assi stance program through a specific notice
publ i shed during the first quarter of 1994.

EXECUTI NG AGENCY: M ni sterio de Agricultura y Ganaderia [Mnistry of
Agriculture] (MAG

ADDRESS: Uni dad Ej ecutora, FOSEMAG
Managua, N caragua
Tel éf ono: (505-2) 674-325
Fax: (505-2) 678-344
Contacto: M. Roberto Rondon
Di rector
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