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The objective of this programis to inprove the quality
of basic education, reduce social inbalances and
strengt hen managenent of the sector, thus supporting the
decentralization of the education sector. This
operation is conplenented by a parallel Wrld Bank-

fi nanced project.

The program i ncludes the foll owi ng conponents: (a)
qgual ity of public education, consisting of subconponents for
teachers and principals, acquiring packages of teaching

books for libraries and rehabilitati on and equi prent of basic
schools in 23 federal states and territories; (b)
strengt heni ng, including strengthening the state departnents
desi gning and i nplenenting a decentralized school maintenance

strengt heni ng school comunities; and (c) sector studies,

studies to design future operations for the university
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program focuses on the first six grades, in view of the fact

t he students enrolled in public schools attend those grades.

Teaching materials, such as libraries, instruction
materials, furniture for schools and conputers for the
departments of education wll be acquired.

The services of international and national consultants wll

engaged for institution strengthening of the departnents of
education and to performthe sector studies. This includes
training of teachers, strength-ening state education
departments, strengthening of the education comunity and
st udi es.

The programincludes the execution of civil works to
rehabilitate about 2,100 basic schools throughout the 23
federal states and territories, as well as inspection and
supervi sion of the works. The average cost of the individual
wor ks i s US$57, 000.
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